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DIANE E. DAVIS 
Charles Dyer Norton Professor of Regional Planning and Urbanism  

Graduate School of Design 
Harvard University 

 
48 Quincy Street 
Gund Hall #312 

Cambridge, MA 02138 
Tel: 617-495-0728 

 
Email: ddavis@gsd.harvard.edu 

 
EDUCATION 
Ph.D. in Sociology, University of California at Los Angeles, 1986. 
M.A. in Sociology, University of California at Los Angeles, 1978. 
B.A. in Sociology and Geography, Northwestern University, 1976. 
 
CURRENT POSITIONS AND HARVARD AFFILIATIONS 
Charles Dyer Norton Professor of Regional Planning and Urbanism, Department of Urban Planning and   

Design, Graduate School of Design, Harvard University, July 2015-present. 
Advisory Board Member, Harvard Mellon Urban Initiative, September 2020-present. 
Steering Committee Member, Critical Landscapes Lab, Harvard GSD, September 2021-Present. 
Advisory Group Member, Loeb Fellowship, Graduate School of Design, February 2021-Present. 
Track Coordinator, Risk and Resilience Master of Design Degree, Advanced Studies Program, Graduate 

School of Design, Harvard University, 2014-2021. (http://research.gsd.harvard.edu/riskandresilience/) 
 Project Director, Mexican Cities Initiative, Harvard Graduate School of Design, January 2014-present.  
   (http://research.gsd.harvard.edu/mci/). 
Advisory Board Member, Commonwealth Project (on St. Louis), Charles Warren Center for Studies in 
  American History, Harvard University, 2018-present. 
Faculty Affiliate, Harvard Center for the Environment, Harvard University, September 2014-present. 
Executive Committee Member, and Co-Chair, Faculty Committee on Mexico, David Rockefeller Center 

for Latin American Studies, Harvard University, September 2015-present. 
Steering and Executive Committee Member, Weatherhead Center for International Affairs, Harvard 

University, September 2016-present. [Member, WCFIA Cluster on Inequality, September 2018-2019]. 
Faculty Affiliate, Harvard Asia Center, September 2019-present. 
 
OTHER SCHOLARLY AFFILIATIONS AND ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 
Member of the Board of Electors to the Professorship of Architecture, University of Cambridge (UK), 

January 2022-present. 
Visiting Scholar, Kings College, University of Cambridge (UK), April-June 2020 (residential component 

postponed to Spring 2023 due to pandemic) 
Distinguished Academic Visitor, Queens College, Cambridge University (UK), Academic Year 2019-

2020. 
Nirit and Michael Shaoul Fellow, Institute for Advanced Studies, Tel Aviv University, March-April 2020. 

(residential component postponed due to pandemic) 
Visiting Researcher, Centro de Estudios Sociologicos, El Colegio de Mexico. January–March 2020. 
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Member, John Harvard Seminar on Middle East Cities and the Topographies of Citizenship, Cambridge 
University Institute of Advanced Studies (CRASSH), December 2015-December 2018. 

Visiting Fellow. David Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies, Harvard University. 1998-2000 and 
2009-2010. 

Faculty Affiliate, Seminar on Drugs and Politics in Latin America, Institute for Latin American and 
Iberian Studies, Columbia University, December 1989-91.  

Faculty Associate. Center for Studies of Social Change, New School for Social Research, 1987-present. 
Visiting Scholar. Centro de Estudios Sociológicos, El Colegio de México, 1990-1991. 
Faculty Research Associate. Gordon Public Policy Center, Brandeis University, 1986-1987. 
Post-Doctoral Research Fellow. Program on Population Studies in Developing Countries, Brown 

University, 1985-86. 
Visiting Scholar. Centro de Demografía y Desarrollo Urbano, El Colegio de México, 1981-1982. 
 
PRIOR TEACHING, ACADEMIC, AND ADMINISTRATIVE EXPERIENCE 
Chair, Department of Urban Planning and Design, Graduate School of Design, Harvard University, July 

2015-June 2019. 
Chair, Faculty Advisory Committee, Joint Center for Housing Studies, Harvard University, September  
     2018-2018 (and Member of the FAC, September 2016-2018). 
Professor of Urbanism and Development, Department of Planning and Design, Graduate School of 

Design, Harvard University, January 2012-July 2015. 
Associate Dean, School of Architecture and Planning, MIT, Academic years 2004-2007. 
Professor of Political Sociology and Head, International Development Group, Department of Urban 

Studies and Planning, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, September 2004--December 2011. 
Member, Provost’s Advisory Committee on International Programs and Collaborations (IAC), MIT, 

2007-2010. 
Member, Global Council, MIT. 2008-2011. 
Co-Director and Steering Committee Member, Jerusalem 2050/Just Jerusalem Project, 2004-2009. 
Member, GEOMIT (Undergraduate Dean’s Office Task force Global Educational Opportunities at MIT), 

2006-2007. 
Head, Undergraduate Program, Department of Urban Studies and Planning, 2003-2005. 
Associate Professor, Department of Urban Studies and Planning, MIT, September 2001-June 2004. 
Acting Director, MIT Program on Human Rights and Justice, Center for International Studies, Academic 

Year 2003-2004. 
Faculty Advisory Board Member, MIT Program on Human Rights and Justice, 2004-2011. 
Chair, Department of Sociology, Graduate Faculty of Political and Social Science, New School for Social  
 Research. January 2000-September 2001. 
Co-Chair, Committee on Historical Studies, Graduate Faculty of Political and Social Science, New School 

for Social Research.  January 2000-September 2001. 
Associate Professor of Sociology and Historical Studies. Graduate Faculty of Political and Social Science. 

New School for Social Research. 1995-2001. 
Assistant Professor of Sociology and Historical Studies, New School for Social Research.1987-94. 
Adjunct Assistant Professor. Department of Sociology, Wellesley College, spring 1987. 
Lecturer. Program in Social Studies, Harvard University, 1986-87. 
Lecturer, Tufts University, 1985-1986.  
 
HONORS AND AWARDS  
Remarkable Women in Transportation Award. April 2019. Named one of top 50 women in research on 
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   transport by the German Development Agency/Transforming Urban Mobility Initiative (TUMI), 
Starr Family Prize for Excellence in Advising, Harvard College, June 2018. 
Outstanding Author Contribution Award Winner, Emerald Literati Network Awards for Excellence 2014, 
   for “How to Defeat a Megaproject: Lessons from Mexico City’s Airport Controversy” (with Onesimo Flores 
   Dewey), in Gerardo del Cerro Santamaria (ed.) Urban Megaprojects: A Worldwide View, Emerald Ltd,  
  2013. 
Outstanding Author Contribution Award Winner, Emerald Literati Network Awards for Excellence  
   (2011) for “The Socio-Spatial Reconfiguration of Middle Classes and their Impact on Politics and  
   Development in the Global South: Preliminary Ideas for Future Research” Political Power and Social 
   Theory, Volume 21 (2010): 241-269.  
Bernard Brodie Prize (2010) for Best Article of the Year in for “Non-State Armed Actors, New Imagined 

Communities, and Shifting Patterns of Sovereignty and Security in the Modern World,” Contemporary 
Security Policy, vol. 30 no. 2 (August):221-245 

Best Book in Political Sociology [Discipline and Development: Middle Classes and Prosperity in East 
Asia and Latin America, Cambridge University Press, 2004]. Awarded by the Section on Political 
Sociology, American Sociological Association, July 2005. 

Nominee for Outstanding Woman Historian of the Year. Submitted to the Berkshire Women’s History 
Conference by the Journal of Urban History, January 1999. 

Scholarly Achievement Award, Best Article of the Year, New England Association of Latin  
    Americanists, November 1990. Cited article: “Divided over Democracy: The Embeddedness of State  
    and Class Conflicts in Contemporary Mexico,” Politics and Society, vol. 17 no. 3 (1989).  
Outstanding Woman Graduate Student, Department of Sociology, UCLA, May 1984.  
 
FUNDED RESEARCH, FELLOWSHIPS, AND GRANTS 
Co-PI, Law, Regions, and Ports: Towards Theorizing Alternative Futures (with Lucie White, Harvard  
    Law School), Weatherhead Center Faculty Conference Grant ($27,000), awarded October 2022. 
Research Team Member, Projecting Sea Level Changes in Africa: Improving the Science, Assessing  
   Vulnerabilities, and Informal Adaptation Policies, [with PI Jerry Mitrovica, Earth and Planetary  
   Sciences]. Funded by the Harvard University Motsepe Presidential Research Accelerator Fund for  
   Africa ($161,262). 
PI, Barriers and Enablers to Resilience: The Case of the Philippines, Funded by the International  
     Financial Corporation (IFC) of the World Bank. February 2022-July 2022 ($55,000). 
PI, Best Practices in Sustainable Urban Development, Funded by the Urban Economy Forum in  
     collaboration with UN-Habitat and Government of Canada, August 30, 2021-June 30, 2022 ($80,000). 
Consortium Research Partner, Landscape Conservation and Livelihood Restoration in the Mexican  
   Altiplano: The case of Apan, Hidalgo, The UK-Mexico Pact (Partnering for Accelerated Climate  
   Transitions), March 2021-February (UK $495,000).   
PI, Transforming Urban Transport: Sub-Saharan Africa, Volvo Research and Educational Foundations.   
  September 2018-January 2020. (U.S. $226,080). 
PI, Technology Innovations and the Future of Streets (with Andres Sevstuk), Ford Mobility Lab. 
   January 2017-September 2018 ($40,000). 
Co-Principal Investigator, UTC/U.S. Department of Transportation. Project: “Transport: A Set of Case  
   Studies” (U.S. $178,367). March 2015-February 2016 (with $89,630 extension in May 2016). 
Faculty Seminar Grantee, Identity, Sovereignty, and Global Politics in the Building Baghdad. Funded  
   by the Weatherhead Center for International Studies ($23,000), 2015.  
Co-Principal Investigator, INFONAVIT (Mexico’s National Workers Housing Fund).  Project:  
   “Strengthening Urban and Housing Policies, Plans, Regulations, and Techniques: Connection National,  
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   State, and Local” (US $1.2 million dollars). February 2014 - December 2016. 
Project Coordinator, Cancun: All-Inclusive Urbanism. Funded by David Rockefeller Center for Latin  
   American Studies ($13,000), January 2015. 
Project Director, Volvo Research and Educational Foundation. Project: “Transforming Urban Transport: 
   The Role of Political Leadership” (US $2.31 million dollars). July 2013 - December 2016. 
Project Director and Co-PI, Urban Resilience in Situations of Chronic Violence, CIS-IDG Initiative  
    [Funded by USAID, Office of Conflict Mitigation and Management.], 2010-2012 ($550,000). 
Jerusalem 2050/Just Jerusalem, Grant support provided by the Graham Foundation, the Boston 

Foundation, and the Jeffery Silverman Foundation. (Project Director and Co-PI for each grant). 
D’Arbeloff Fund for Excellence in Education, for the development of a new course curriculum  
     for project-based learning, MIT Undergraduate Dean’s Office, 2005 ($150,000). 
Carnegie Corporation of New York. Project: Public versus Private Security Forces and 
  the Rule of Law: The Transformation of Policing in Moscow, Mexico City, and Johannesburg 
 ($100,000). June 2001-July 2003. 
John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, Post-doctoral Fellowship. Project: 

“Police Impunity, Public Insecurity, and Deteriorating Rule of Law in Mexico City” ($95,600). January 
1999-July 2000. 

Ford Foundation, Individual Research Grant for the update and Spanish translation of Urban Leviathan: 
Mexico City in the Twentieth Century ($10,000). January 1998.  

Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, Sawyer Seminar Grant ($100,000), New School for Social Research. 
Duration: September 1997-September 1998.  

United States Institute for Peace. Grant for Research on Democratic Reform in Mexico ($25,000). 
September 1991-August 1992.  

Social Science Research Council. Post-Doctoral Research Fellowship ($15,000). Academic Year 1989-
1990.  

National Endowment for the Humanities. Summer Stipend Research Fellowship. Awarded March 1989.  
Faculty Development Grant. New School for Social Research. Awarded January 1989.  
Howard Heinz Foundation. Post-Doctoral Fellowship for Research on Contemporary Latin American 

Issues ($15,000). 1987-88.  
Fulbright-Hays Dissertation Fellowship (Ph.D. Research in Mexico). 1980-81.  
Foreign Language and Area Studies Fellowship, UCLA Latin American Center. 1979-81.  
Hortense Fishbaugh Scholarship Award, May 1980.  
Tinker Foundation Fellowship, Latin American Summer Research Grant, June 1980.  
University of California Graduate Study Fellowships. 1981-85.  
 
ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERSHIPS, JUROR AND EXTERNAL EVALUATOR POSITIONS, AND 

OTHER PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS AND SERVICE 
External Member, Search Committee for the Professorship of Sociology and Urban Studies, Department 

of Landscape and Architecture, ETH-Zurich, appointed September 2022. 
Advisory Council Member, Consortium on Reflexión Crítica del Territorio desde la Geografia, Sociología, y 

Urbanismo hasta el Lenguaje, las Diásporas y las Comunidades Virtuales, Institute of Critical Studies, 
Mexico City, Mexico. May 2022-present. 

Doctoral Mentor/Academic Advisor, Virtual Doctoral School, provided by the International Journal of 
Urban and Regional Research and the Urban and Regional Studies Committee (RC21) of the 
International Sociological Association, Spring 2022. 

Academic Council Member, Incidencia Para La Paz-CDMX, El Colegio de Mexico, January 2022-present. 



 5 

Fellowship Evaluator, Helsinki Collegium for Advanced Studies, Academic year 2020-21. 
Evaluation Committee Member, Ford Foundation Fellowship Programs, December 2020-21. 
Advisory Board Member, Emergency Governance Initiative for Cities and Regions, Sponsored by 

United Cities and Local Governments (UCLG), Metropolis, and LSE Cities (United Kingdom), June 
2020-present. 

Advisory Board Member CoRe (Ciudades Vivibles y Amables, A. C.), Mexico City, March 2020-present. 
External Evaluator, Strategic Review Committee for the Department of Geography and Environment, 
    London School of Economics, February 13-14, 2019. 
Member, Harvard Task Force on Climate Change, Academic Year 2018-2019. 
Associate Fellow, International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS), Security and Development 

Program, London, England. March 2018-present. 
Proposal Reviewer/Evaluator, Radcliffe Institute Fellowship Program, since 2016. 
Invited Evaluator, Strategic Review Committee for the Department of Architecture, Cambridge 
  University (UK), May 11-12, 2018. 
Member, Urban Agency Network (Territory Subgroup), EU-Funded network based at the University of 

Antwerp, 2016-2020. 
Advisory Board Member, South Florida Sea Level Rise, Office for Urbanization, GSD. PI: Charles 

Waldheim. September 2016-1 
Juror, INFONAVIT Prize for Best Thesis on Social Housing, Mexico City, Mexico. February 2015-

present (administered by the National University of Mexico, UNAM). 
Juror, IDB UrbLab, Emerging and Sustainable Cities Program of the Inter-American Development  
 Bank, Washington DC September 2015.  
Advisory Board Member, Exuma Project, Harvard Graduate School of Design. PI: Mohsen Mostafavi,  
     2013-2018.. 
External Expert, Department of Geography & Environment, London School of Economics, 2013. 
Advisory Council Member, Co-Founding Member, Urban Resilience in Situations of Chronic Violence   
    (URCV) Transnational Working Group, Joint initiative of MIT-LSE-CCDP (Geneva), 2008-present  
    (www.urbanresillience.org). 
Member, Continental Research Network on Informal Activities in Metropolitan Spaces (RECIM). Joint 

initiative involving faculty at the University of Montreal, the National University of Mexico, and other 
universities and research centers in Canada, Mexico, and the US (www.recim.info/menufr.html), 2011-
present. 

Steering Committee Member and Participant, Emerging Patterns of Insecurity Dialogue (EPID). Joint 
  initiative sponsored by Cornell University and the University of Turin with support from the German  
 Marshall Fund, 2010-present. 
External Evaluator, School of Inter-disciplinary Area Studies, Division of Social Sciences, Oxford 

University, May16-17, 2010. 
Member, Scientific Council, European Research Council (ERC) Advanced Investigative Grants Program, 

Panel SH3 (Environment and society: environmental studies, demography, social geography, urban and 
regional studies) 2007-2011 and Advanced Synergy Grants 2011-present. 

Reviewer, Division of Humanities and Social Sciences, Swiss National Science Foundation, 2009-2010. 
Juror, Women’s Empowerment Photo Contest. Legatum Center for Entrepreneurship, MIT. 
Chair and Member, Gil Lim Chim Award Committee, ACSP, 2008-2010. 
Consultant, UNDP-SSRC, Global Centre for Research on Gender, Crisis Prevention and Recovery, April 

2009. 
Co-chair, Program on Environmental Governance and Sustainability (PEGS) Fellowship Program,  
     Center for International Studies, MIT, 2010-2011. Thematic Area: Environmental Change and Conflict, 
Co-organizer (with Dr. Fabio Armao, University of Turin), Mediterranean Cities as Hubs of Insecurity: 
     The Local and Regional Significance of Urban Conditions in a Networked World. Symposium  
     Sponsored by the German Marshall Fund, to take place in 2011.  
Team Leader, Urban Violence and Crime Prevention Assessment. Subcontract for the World  
   Resources Institute, EMBARQ Center for Sustainable Transport (Washington, DC) for their proposal to  
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   the Inter- American Development Bank’s (IDB) Urban Sustainability Assessment Methodology and Pilot 
   City Project, pending. 
Dissertation Jurist, University of Montreal, Urban Management Program, August 2008. 
Advisor, Canadian Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade (DFAIT), Project on Cities 

and Human Security, 2007-2008. 
Board Member, Urban and Regional Development Research Committee (RC21), International  
  Sociological Association, 2006-present. 
Panel Member, Advisory Review Panel for Human and Social Dynamics: Globalization and  
   Conflicts, National Science Foundation, 2004; 2006. 
Council Member, Community and Urban Section, American Sociological Association, 2006-2009. 
Chair, Distinguished Book Award Committee, Political Sociology Section, American 
   Sociological Association, 2003; Committee member, 2006. 
Project Director, Jerusalem/Al-Quds 2050: Vision for a Place of Peace, Department of 
   Urban Studies & Center for International Studies Joint Initiative, MIT, July 2003-July 2006. 
Member, Committee on Awards, American Sociological Association, 2000-2003. 
Council Member, Political Sociology Section, American Sociological Association, 2000-2003. 
External Evaluator. Social Science Research Council. Pre-dissertation Fellowship Competition. July 1999 

(declined).  
Dissertation Jurist. Universidad Autónoma de México-Atzcapotzalco. Urban Studies Doctoral Program. 

January 1999.  
Section Leader, Latin American Studies Association (LASA), Research on Cities, Citizenship, and 

Quality of Life, April 1997-April 1999.  
External Consultant/Screener. Social Science Research Council. Dissertation Fellowship Competition. 

November 1998.  
External Evaluator. Social Science Research Council. Dissertation Fellowship Competition. February 
  1998.  
Board Member, MacArthur Program on Global Change and Liberalism, Graduate Faculty, New School  
   for Social Research, 1995-2001.  
Chair, Distinguished Scholarly Publication Committee, Political Sociology Section, American 

Sociological Association, 2002-2003 
Member, Distinguished Scholarly Publication Committee, Political Sociology Section, American 

Sociological Association, 2001-2002. 
Member, 1994-1995 Bryce Wood Distinguished Book Award Committee, Latin American Studies  
    Association (declined).  
Member, 1994-1995 Distinguished Scholarly Contribution Award Committee, Political Economy of the 

World System (PEWS) Section, ASA.  
Chair, Janey Program on Latin America, Graduate Faculty, New School for Social Research, 1992-1994.  
Chair, Mexico-New School Committee on Scholarly Collaboration and Exchange, New School for 

Social Research, 1992-1993.  
Task Force Member, The Twenty-First Century City Project: Financing Urban Development in New 

York City and Mexico City, Bildner Center for Western Hemispheric Studies, CUNY-Graduate Center, 
1993-1994.  

Academic Consultant, Public Television Documentary on Mexico, WGBH, Boston, October 1987.  
 
ACADEMIC BOOKS AND EDITED VOLUMES 
 
2019 Transforming Urban Transport (with Alan Altshuler). Oxford University Press. 
 
2011 Cities and Sovereignty: Identity Politics in Urban Spaces (edited with Nora Libertun de  
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          Duren). Special Series on Critical International Studies. Indiana University Press. 
 

 2004 Discipline and Development: Middle Classes and Economic Prosperity in East Asia and  
   Latin America. Cambridge University Press (awarded Best Book in Political Sociology by the  
   American Sociological Association, June 2005). 

 
 2003 Irregular Armed Forces and their Role in Politics and State Formation (edited with Anthony  
  Pereira). Cambridge University Press. 

 
1994      Urban Leviathan: Mexico City in the Twentieth Century. Philadelphia: Temple University  
 Press. [Translated as Leviatán urbano: La ciudad de Mexico en el siglo XX. Mexico City:  
 Fondo de Cultura Económica, 1999]. 
 
SPECIAL JOURNAL ISSUES 
2022 (Il)liberal Governance Arrangements and the Material Foundations of Sovereignty (co-edited  
  with Frank Mueller), Special Issue of Territory, Politics, Governance, in press. 
 

 2021 Publics (Issue 49 of the Harvard Design Magazine), Co-edited with Anita Berrizbeitia. 
 

2020 Learning from Conflict (with Nanke Verloo), Special Issue of Built Environment, vol .47 no. 11. 
  
2017  Beyond Dichotomization: Informality and the Transformation of Governance in Cities of the  
  Global North and South (edited with Julie-Anne Boudreau), Monographs Series (March 2017 
   edition of Current Sociology, the Journal of the International Sociological Association. 
 

 2006  The New Sociological Imagination (edited with Hector Raul Solis Gadea). Two Volume Special  
   Issue of The International Journal of Politics, Culture, and Society. Springer Verlag Publishers. 

 
 2005  Symposium on Cities in the Developing World (edited with Kian Tjakbaksh) International  
   Journal of Urban and Regional Research, vol. 29 no. 1 (March): 92-109. 

 
 2000 Violence, Coercion, and Rights in Contemporary Latin America (edited with Anthony Pereira).  
  Two Volume Special Issue of Latin American Perspectives. Beverly Hills: Sage Publications. 

 
JOURNAL ARTICLES (*Refereed)  

    *2022 “Collective Consumption and Urban Complexity: Food Governance Innovations in the Anthropocene” 
(with Taylor Davey). Special Issue on Complex Resilience and Sustainability: Transdisciplinary 
Perspectives edited by Gerardo del Cerro, Transdisciplinary Journal of Engineering and Science, in 
preparation. 

 
 *2022 “The Pandemic and Organized Crime in Urban Latin America: New Sovereignty Arrangements or 

Business as Usual?” (with Tina Hilgers), Journal of Illicit Economies and Development, in press. 
 
2021 “New Mobility Paradigms and the Equity Question.” ReVista: Harvard Review of Latin America. 
Volume XXI, Number 1 (Fall 2021). Available at: https://revista.drclas.harvard.edu/new-mobility-paradigms-
and-the-equity-question/ 
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2021 “The Phenomenology of Change: How Conflict Drives Urban Transformation” (with Nanke Verloo), 
Built Environment vol. 47 no. 1: 119-135. 
 
2021 “Urban Sovereignty in the Age of Pandemics: Illicit Actors and the Crisis of Governance” (with 
Graham Denyer Willis). Special Issue on Illicities: City-Making and Organized Crime edited by Frank 
Mueller and Julienne Weegels. POLAR (Journal for the Association for Political and Legal Anthropology). 
At: https://polarjournal.org/2021/02/10/urban-sovereignty-in-the-age-of-pandemics-illicit-actors-and-the-
crisis-of-governance/ 
 
*2020 “City, Nation, Network: Shifting Territorialities of Sovereignty and Urban Violence in the Global 
South.” Urban Planning, vol. 5, issue 3: 1-12. 
 
*2020 “Implementing a Progressive Urban Agenda through Innovations in the Design of Social Housing: 
Scalar Mismatches” (with Maria Atuesta).  Planning Theory and Practice, (August 2020). 
 
2020 “Beyond Appearances: Community Activism and New York City’s High Line“ (with Stephen Gray), 
Journal of Landscape Architecture 14:3: 74-81, 
 
*2019 “Collective Property Rights and Social Citizenship: Recent Trends in Latin America” (with José 
Carlos Fernández Salas). In Social Policy and Society. Vol 19, Issue 2: 319-330. 
 
2018 “The Politics of Informality: Methodological Innovations in the Study of Urban Governance.”  In 
Studies in Comparative International Development. 53/3: 365–378. 
 
*2017 "Expanding the Scope of Sustainability Planning: Lessons from Stockholm’s Congestion Charging 
Policy" (with Amy Rader Olsson). Urban Planning (Volume 2, Issue 4): 81-92. 
 
*2017 “Informality and State Theory.” Current Sociology 65/2: 315-324. 
 
 *2017 “A Processual Approach to Informalization: Contributions to Critical Studies” (with Julie-Anne 
Boudreau). Current Sociology 65/2: 151-166. 
 
*2016 “Reflections on the Relations between Urbanization and Development: Past trajectories and future 
prospects.” International Journal on Urban Sciences, vol. 20 no.1: 1-14. 
 
*2016 “The Production of Space and Violence in Cities of the Global South: Evidence from Latin America.” 
Nóesis: Revista de Ciencias Sociales y Humanidades, (num. especial Enero-Julio): 1-15. 
 
2015 “From Risk to Resilience: New Design Assemblages for Confronting Unknown Future.” Topos, Garten 
+ Landschaft (Munich). 
 
*2014 “Modernist Planning and the Foundations of Urban Violence in Latin America.”  Built Environment 
vol. 40 no. 3: 376-393. 
 
2014 “Competing Globalizations in Mexico’s Historic Centre.” Scapegoat 6 (Special Issue on Mexico, DF/ 
NAFTA): 156-166. 
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*2013 (with Onesimo Flores Dewey) "“Planning, Politics, and Urban Mega-Projects in Developmental 
Context: Lessons from Mexico City's Airport Controversy.” Journal of Urban Affairs, Vol. 35, issue 5, 2013, 
pp. 531-551.  
 
*2013 “Zero-Tolerance Policing, Stealth Real Estate Development, and the Transformation of Public Space: 
Evidence from Mexico City, Latin American Perspectives Volume 40 Issue 2 (March): 53-76. 
 
2013 “The Physicality of Citizenship: The Built Environmental Foundations of Insurgent Urbanism in Cities 
around the Globe (with Prassanna Raman), in CRIOS: Critica degla Ordinamenti Spaziali, Rome. 
 
2013 “The Physicality of Citizenship: The Built Environmental and Insurgent Urbanism” (with Prassanna 
Raman) in Thresholds 41 (Special Issue on Revolution). 
 
*2011 “The Right to Vision: A New Planning Praxis for Conflict Cities” (with Tali Hatuka), Journal of 
Planning Education and Research, vol. 20 (10): 1-17. 
 
*2010 “Irregular Armed Forces, Shifting Patterns of Commitment, and Fragmented Sovereignty in the 
Developing World,” Theory and Society, Volume 39 Issue 3:397-413. 
 
2010 “The Socio-spatial Configuration of the Middle Class and its Impact on Politics and Development in 
the Global South: Preliminary Ideas for Future Research” and “Rejoinder: Subject or Subjects?” Political 
Power and Social Theory, vol. 21: 241-267 & 323-331. [Special Issue on the Politics of the New Middle 
Class in the Global South]. 
 
*2009 “Non-State Armed Actors, New Imagined Communities, and Shifting Patterns of Sovereignty and 
Insecurity in the Modern World,” Contemporary Security Policy vol. 30 no. 2 (August):221-245. [Revised 
version reproduced in Reflexión Politica (Colombia), 2011. 
 
*2009 "Ciudad global: un concepto en transición" (with Gerardo del Cerro)  Ciudad y Territorio, vol. 41 no. 
159: 31-42. 
 
2009 “Taking Place and Space Seriously: Reflections on `Disparity and Diversity in the Contemporary City” 
by Robert Sampson. British Journal of Sociology, Vol. 60 no. 1 (March 2009). 
 
2008 “Beyond the Democracy-Development Mantra: The Challenges of Violence and Insecurity in the 
Contemporary Global South.” Contexts (a journal of the American Sociological Association) vol. 7 no. 2 
(Spring 2008): 76-78.2008 “Beyond the Democracy-Development Mantra: The Challenges of Violence and 
Insecurity in Latin America.” REVISTA: The Harvard Review of Latin America (winter): 3-7. 
 
2007 “Insecure and Secure Cities: Towards a Reclassification of World Cities in a Global Era.” Sociología 
Urbana e Rurale vol. XXIX no. 82: 67- 82 [An updated version also reprinted in MITIR: The MIT 
International Review, Spring 2008: 30-41]. 
 
*2007 “El Factor Giuliani: delincuencia, la “cero tolerancia” en el trabajo policiaco y la transformación de la 
esfera pública en el centro de la ciudad de México.” Estudios Sociológicos, vol. xxv, núm. 75 (septiembre-
diciembre): 639-683. 
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*2006 “Conflict, Cooperation, and Convergence: Globalization and the Politics of Downtown Development 
in Mexico City.” Research in Political Sociology [special issue on Politics and Globalization], vol. 15: 143-
178. 
 
*2006 “Undermining the Rule of Law: Democratization and the Dark Side of Police Reform in Mexico.”  
Latin American Politics and Society, 48/1 (Spring): 55-86. 
 
2006 “Speaking to the Silences: Do We Need a New Sociology for the post-9/11 World?” International 
Journal of Politics, Culture, and Society, vol 18: 293-311. 
 
*2005 “Cities in Global Context: A Brief Intellectual History.” International Journal of Urban and Regional  
Research, vol. 29 no. 1 (March): 92-109. 
 
*2004 “In Search of a Public Sphere: Local, National, and International Influences on Downtown Mexico 
City, 1910-1950.” Space and Culture, vol. 7 no. 2 (May): 1-29. 
 
*2004 “The `Power of Distance’ and Social Movements in a Globalizing Latin America: Lessons from the 
Mexico City Airport Controversy” (with Christina Rosan). Mobilization, vol. 9 no. 3 (October): 279-294. 
 
*2003 “Participación democrática y gobernabilidad en la Ciudad de México: el reto del PRD en la transición 
política” (with Arturo Alvarado). Estudios Sociológicos, Vol. XXI, No. 61 (January-April): 135-166. 
 
*2003 “The Public Accountability of Private Police: Lessons from New York, Johannesburg, and Mexico 
City” (with Robert C. Davis, Christopher W. Ortiz, Sarah Dadush, Jenny Irish, and Arturo Alvarado).  
Policing and Society 13/2 (June): 197-210.  
 
2002 “From Democracy to Rule of Law? Police Impunity in Contemporary Latin America?” Revista: The 
Harvard Review of Latin America, Fall 2002: 21-25. 
 
*2001 “Cambio político, inseguridad pública, y deterioro del estado de derecho en México”  (with Arturo 
Alvarado) Estudios Sociológicos vol. 19 no. 55:239-245.  
 
*2000 “New Patterns of Militarized Violence and Coercion in the Americas” (with Anthony W. Pereira). Latin 
American Perspectives (vol. 27 no. 2): 3-18  
 
*1999 “The Power of Distance: Rethinking Social Movements in Latin America.” Theory and Society, vol. 24 
no. 4 (August): 589-643. [A modified version was also published as “El poder de distancia: Repensando la 
teoria de movimiento sociales en América Latina.” Anuario de Espacios Urbanos 1998: 103-149.] .  
 
1999 “Liberalization, Public Insecurity, and Deteriorating Rule of Law in Mexico City” (with Arturo Alvarado). 
Working Papers in Local Governance and Democracy 99/1: 95-107. 
 
1998 “The Social Construction of Mexico City, 1930-1960.” Journal of Urban History (Special Issue on Latin 
American Cities) vol. 24 no. 3: 364-413.  

 



 11 

*1997 “Rethinking Democracy: Mexico in Historical Perspective” (with Viviane Brachet-Marquez), 
Comparative Studies in Society and History, vol. 31: 86-119.  
 
*1994 “Repenser la democratie au Mexique: participation, contestation, et accommodation dans une 
perspective historique” (with Viviane Brachet Márquez), Cahier des Ameriques Latines (Paris) 16: 69-93. 
[Also published as “Repensando la democracia en México: Participación, contestación, y acomodación 
desde una perspectiva histórica,” in Revista Internacional de Filosofia Política (Madrid) 4: 90-126].  

 
*1994 “Failed Urban Democratic Reform: From Social Movements to the State and Back Again,” Journal of 
Latin American Studies vol. 26 no. 2 (May): 1-34.  
 
*1993 “The Dialectic of Autonomy: State Actors, Class Actors, and the Roots of Economic Crisis in Mexico, 
1964-1982.” Latin American Perspectives vol. 20 no. 3 (summer): 46-74.  
 
1993 “The Politics of Economic Liberalization in Mexico: Explaining the North American Free Trade 
Agreement,” Business and the Contemporary World, vol. 5 no. 1 (winter): 144-159.  

 
1992 “Mexico’s New Politics: Changing Positions on Free Trade,” World Policy Journal, vol. 9 no. 4: 655-
672.  

 
1992 “The Sociology of Mexico: Stalking the Path Not Taken,” Annual Review of Sociology, vol. 18: 395-
417.  
 
*1991 “Urban Fiscal Crisis and Political Change in Mexico: From Global Origins to Local Effects,” Journal of 
Urban Affairs, vol. 13 no. 1:175-199. [Reprinted as “Crisis fiscal urbano y los cambios politicos en la Ciudad 
de Mexico: Desde los origines globales a los efectos locales,” in Estudios Demograficos y Urbanos vol. 8 
no. 1 (enero-abril 1993): 67-103.1 

 
*1991 “Urban Transport, Dependent Development, and Change: Lessons from Mexico’s Subway,” 
Canadian Journal of Development Studies, vol. 12. no. 2: 329-355. [Reprinted as “La Política de Transporte 
Urbano y Desarrollo Dependente: El Caso del Metro de Mexico,” in Revista Interamericana de Planificación 
(Costa Rica), vol. 25 no. 97: 134-171 (1992).]  

 
1990 “Social Movements in Mexico’s Crisis,” Journal of International Affairs, vol. 43 no. 2: 343-367.  

 
*1990 “Urban Movements, Intra-State Conflicts Over Urban Policy, and Political Change in Contemporary 
Mexico,” Comparative Urban and Community Research, vol. 3: 133-163.  

 
*1989 “Divided Over Democracy: The Embeddedness of State and Class Conflicts in Contemporary 
Mexico,” Politics and Society, vol. 17 no. 3: 247-280.  
 
1988 “Protesta Social y Cambio Político en México.” Revista Mexicana de Sociología, vol. 50 no. 2: 89-125.  
 
*1987 “Reputational Standing in Academe” (with Helen S. Astin). The Journal of Higher Education. vol. 58 
no. 3: 261-276.  

 



 12 

*1981 “Rank-size Distribution, Migration, and Economic Development: The Case of Mexico.” Studies in 
Comparative International Development. vol. 16 no. 6: 84-107.  

 
*1978 “Development and the Tourist Industry in Third World Countries.” Societe et Loisir/Society and 
Leisure. vol. 1 no. 2: 301-23.  
 
BOOK CHAPTERS  
2022 “Discursive Understandings of the City and the Persistence of Gender Inequality” (with Nora Libertun 
de Duren and Maria Luisa Morelli), in Fernando Carrion and Paulina Cepeda (eds.), Urbicidio, la Muerte 
de la Ciudad. Springer publications, in preparation. 
 
2022 “Cities against Nationalism? Sovereignty, Destruction, and Reconstruction.” In Nasser Rabat and 
Deen Sharp (eds.), Reconstruction as Violence in Syria. Beirut: American University of Beirut Press, in 
press. 
 
2022 “Reducción de las vulnerabilidades mediante el diseňo urbano: Intervencines estratégicas y tácticas 
para generar resiliencia en comuniddades en riesgo” Pp. 199-219 in Ardrigo Sigfrid Martínez-Celis Wogau, 
Tatiana  Alcázar Carrasco, y Nelson Artaga Botello (eds.),América Latina: Seguridad y Violencia; 
Mexico y Los Espacios Urbanos  (Mexico: Universidad Mexeiquense de Seguridad). 
 
2022 “Shifting Geographies of Activism and the Spatial Logics of Latin American Social Movements” (with 
Taylor Davey).  Oxford Handbook of Latin American Social Movements, edited by Federico M. Rossi, 
Oxford University Press (November release). 
 
2022 “Urban Sovereignty in a Time of Crisis: Pandemic Governance and the Ethics of Care.” In Raul 
Acosta, Eveline Durr, Mortz Ege, Ursual Prutsch, Clemens van Loyen, and Gordon Winder (eds.), Urban 
Ethics as a Research Agenda: Outlooks and Tensions in Multidisciplinary Debates. Routledge Press. 
 
2022 “Beyond Health and Hygiene: The Governance Crisis and Responses to the Pandemic.”  Pp. 514-552 
in Fernando Carrion and Paulina Cepeda (eds.), Ciudad Pandémica Glocal. FLACSO Ecuador. 
 
2021 “Prólogo” in Felipe de Alba, Josefina Pérez Espino, David Pérez Esparza, Winik Ivanovich, and 
Aeelen Miranda (eds.) El Robo en Fronteras: Cuándo Ocurre, Dónde? México: Cámara de Diputados 
and Secretariado Ejecutivo del Sistema Nacional de Seguridad Pública. 
 
2022 “Rethinking Urban Publics through the Lens of Sovereignty: Material and Political Assemblages of 
Inclusive Urbanism.”  In Anastasia Loukaitou-Sideris, Vinit Mukhija, and Kian Goh (eds,) Just Urban 
Design: The Struggle for a Public City. Cambridge: MIT Press (November release date) 
 
2021 “Refugees, Resettlement, and the Territorial Correlates of Resilience.”  In Howayda Al-Harithy (ed.), 
Urban Recovery at the Intersection of Displacement and Reconstruction. Abington, UK: Taylor & 
Francis. 
 
2020 “Sovereignty and the Urban Question: Exploring the Material Foundations for Imagined Communities 
of Allegiance in Conflict Cities.”  Pp. 172-200 in Simon Goldhill (ed.), Being Urban: Community, Conflict, 
and Belonging in the Middle East. London and New York: Routledge.  



 13 

 
2020 “Urban Violence and the Spatial Question: The Built Environmental Correlates of (In)Security in Latin 
American Cities. Oxford Handbook of Sociology in Latin America, edited by Arturo Alvarado, Oxford 
University Press. 
 
2019 “Reducing Vulnerabilities through Urban Design: Strategic and Tactical Interventions for Generating 
Resilience in Communities at Risk.” Pp.387-398 in Tridip Banerjee and Anastasia Loukaitou-Sideris (eds.) 
The New Companion to Urban Design. London and New York: Routledge. 
 
2019 “The Future of Streets” (with Andres Sevstuk). In Luca Acci (ed.), Mathematics of Urban 
Morphology. Springer/Birkhauser publishers. 
 
2019 “Metropolitan Coordination and the Housing-Transport Nexus.” Metropolitan Governance in Latin 
America. Washington, DC: Inter-American Development Bank. 
 
2019 “New Mobility Paradigms and the Equity Question.” In Mohsen Mostafavi, Gareth Doherty, Marina 
Correia, Ana María Durán Calisto y Luis Valenzuela (eds.), Ecological Urbanism in Latin America/ 
Urbanismo Ecologico en America Latina. Gustavo Gili Publishers. 
 
2018 “El nexo urbanización-desarrollo: repensando el rol de la vivienda en el urbanismo sustentable.” In 
Verónica Adler and Felipe Vera (eds.), Vivienda ¿Qué viene?: De pensar la unidad a construir la 
ciudad. Inter-American Development Bank. 
 
2018 “Urban Transport and Transformative Change: Relations Between Processes and Outcomes.” In 
Diane E. Davis and Alan Altshuler (eds.), Transforming Urban Transport. Oxford University Press. 
 
2018 “Governance Capacity and the Smart Mobility Transition.”  In Greg Marsden and Louise Reardon 
(eds.), Governing the Smart Mobility Transition.  Elsevier, Ltd. 
 
2018 “Congestion Charging in Stockholm” (with Amy Rader Olson). In Diane E, Davis and Alan Altshuler 
(eds.), Transforming Urban Transport. Oxford University Press. 
 
“2018 “El Reajuste especial de estrategias de seguridad: Tacticas de Estado y respuestas ciudadanas 
(with Guillermo Ruiz de Teresa). In Patrick Le Gales and Vicente Ugalde (eds.), Gobernando la Ciudad 
de Mexico: Lo que se gobierna y lo que no se gobierna en una gran metropoli. Mexico: El Colegio de 
Mexico. 
 
2017 “Governing Cities Facing Chronic Violence: Implications for Democratic Culture and State 
Accountability.”  In Daniel González Romero, Elizabeth Rivera Borrayo, and Adriana Inés Olivares 
González (eds.) Ciudad Siglo 21: Un debate necesario. Guadalajara, Mexico: Centro Universitario de 
Arte, Arquitectura, y Diseno, Universidad de Guadalajara. 
 
2017 “Resilience, Security, and Spaces of Migrant Refuge (with Marianne Potvin). In Philippe Bourbeau 
(ed.), Handbook of Migration and Security, Edward Elgar Press. 
 



 14 

2017 “Rethinking the Role of Social, Spatial, and Political Conditions in the Study of Informality.” In Felipe 
Hernandez and Axel Becerra (eds.), Marginal Urbanisms: Informal and Formal Development in Cities 
of Latin America, Cambridge, UK:  Scholars Publishing. 
 
2017 “Violence, Fragmented Sovereignty, and Declining State Capacity: Rethinking the Legacies of 
Developmental Statism in Mexico” In Miguel Centeno, Atul Kohli, and Deborah Yashar (eds.), State 
Building in the Developing World. Cambridge University Press. 
 
2017 “Apocalypse Now?” In Gema Santamaria and David Carey (eds.), The Politics and the Publics of 
Violence in Latin America, Norman: Oklahoma University Press. (Spanish edition titled Violencia y 
Crimen en América Latina: Representaciones, poder, y política, CIDE Publishers, Mexico City, 2021).  
 
2017 “Globalization, Governance, and the Collision of Forces in Mexico City’s Historic Center.” In Thomas 
Angotti (ed.), Urban Latin America. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.  
 
2017 “Resource Led New Towns and the Challenges to Sovereignty” (with Mariana Barrera). In Luis 
Valenzuela (ed.), The City and the Camp: Territories of Extraction. Santiago: Universidad Adolfo 
Ibanez. 
 
2016 “The Difficulties of Employing Utopian Thinking in Planning Practice: Lessons from the Just 
Jerusalem Project.” Pp. 24-34 in Haripraya Rangan, Mee Kam NG, Libby Porter, and Jacqueline Chase 
(eds.), Insurgencies and Revolutions: Reflections on John Friedmann’s Contributions to Planning 
Theory and Practice. New York: Routledge. 
 
2015 “The Shifting Territorial Dimensions of Crime-fighting: Rescaling state security to the sub-local level in 
Mexico City.” In Stefano Ruzzo and Charles Geiser (eds.), The Jackals of Westphalia? Non-State 
Challenges in a Re-Ordered World.  New York: Routledge. 
 
2015 “Policing, Regime Change, and Democracy: The Problem of Order in the Context of Political 
Transition.” In Eva Bellin (ed.), Building the Rule of Law in the Arab World.  Boulder, CO: Lynne 
Rienner. 
 
2015 “Socio-spatial Inequality and Violence in Cities of the Global South: Evidence from Latin America.” 
Pp. 75-91 in Faranak Miraftab, David Wilson, and Ken Salo (eds.), Cities and Inequalities in a Global 
and Neo-liberal World, New York: Routledge. 
 
2014 “Imagination: A Method for Generating Knowledge of Possible Urban Futures“ (with Tali Hatuka). P. 
235-244 in Elisabete A. Silva, Patsy Healey, Neil Harris, and Pieter Van den Broeck (eds.), The Routledge 
Handbook of Planning Research Methods, Royal Town Planning Institute/Routledge Press. 
 
2014 “Reverberations: Mexico City’s 1985 Earthquake and the Transformation of the Capital.” In Faranak 
Miraftab and Neema Kudva (eds.), Cities of the Global South Reader. Routledge. 
 
2013 “Urban Protest and the Built Environmental Foundations of Insurgent Citizenship,” In Mohsen 
Mostafavi (ed.), The Ethics of the Urban, Lars Muller Publishers. 
 
2013 “Rescaling Security Strategies: State Tactics and Citizen Responses to Violence in Mexico City (with 



 15 

Guillermo Ruiz de Teresa).” In Randy K. Lippert and Kevin Walby (editors), Policing Cities: Securitization 
and Regulation in the 21st Century. Routledge. 
 
2013 “How to Defeat a Megaproject: Lessons from Mexico City’s Airport Controversy” (with Onesimo Flores 
Dewey), in Gerardo del Cerro Santamaria (ed.) Urban Megaprojects: A Worldwide View, Emerald Ltd. 
[Outstanding Author Contribution Award Winner, Emerald Literati Network Awards for Excellence 
2014.] 
 
2013 “Community Land Trusts as a Means for Urban Poverty Alleviation: Can Collective Property Rights be 
the Key to a Socially Sustainable and Inclusive Urban Future?” (with Mia White). In Alicia Ziccardi (ed.), 
Cities, the Knowledge Economy, and Social Inequality, vol. I. Mexico: National Autonomous University 
of Mexico/PUEC. [Title in Spanish: “El fideicomiso de propiedad comunitaria come recurso para reducer la 
pobreza urbana: pueden los derechos a la propiedad colectiva ser la clave para alcanzarun future 
incluyente y socialmente sustentable en la ciudad?“ (with Mia Charlene White). In Alicia Ziccardi (ed.), 
Ciudades del 2010: Entre la Sociedad del Conocimiento y la Desiqualdad Social, Universidad 
Nacional Autónoma de Mexico.] 
 
2013 “Policing and Mexican Regime Change: From post-authoritarianism to populism to neo-liberalism.“  In 
Wil Pansters (ed.), Violence and the State in Mexico, Stanford University Press. 
 
2012 “Algunas tendencias sobre la evolución del Estado contemporareo: Actores armados no estatales y 
nuevas comunidades imaginaries.”  In Felipe de Alba, Carlos Gallegos, y Elias Huaman (coord.), Los 
Problemas emergentes en Ciencias Sociales: Como Analizarlos? Madrid: Burbok Publishers. 
 
2012 “Analytical Foundations for the Study of Informality: A Short Introduction.”  In Felipe de Alba and 
Frederic Lesemann (coord.), Informalidad urbana e incertidumbre: como estudiar la informalizacion 
en la metropolis?  Mexico DF: Universidad Nacional Aiutonoma de Mexico, Coordinacion de 
Humanidades, Programa Universitario de Estudios Sobre la Ciudad. 
 
2011 “Transcending the Utopian-Pragmatic Divide in Conflict Cities: Applying Vision and Imagination to 
Jerusalem’s Future” (with Tali Hatuka). Pp. 249-282 in Nathanial Coleman (ed), Imagining and Creating 
the World: Reflections on Architecture and Utopia. Ralahine Center for Utopian Studies Book Series, 
Peter Lang Publishers.  
 
2011 “Irregular Armed Forces, Shifting Patterns of Commitment, and Fragmented Sovereignty in the 
Developing World.” Pp. 249-267 in Michael Hannagan and Chris Tilly (eds,), Contention and Trust in 
Cities and States, New York and Heidelberg: Springer Publishers. 
 
2010 “Policing and Populism in the Cardenas and Echeverria Administrations.” Pp.135-158 in Amelia M. 
Kiddle and María L.O. Muñoz (eds.), Men of the People: The Presidencies of Lázaro Cárdenas and 
Luis Echeverría in Mexico, Tucson: University of Arizona Press. 
 
2010 “The Political and Economic Origins of Violence and Insecurity in Contemporary Latin America:  Past 
Trajectories and Future Prospects.”  Pp. 35-63 in Desmond Arias and Daniel Goldstein (eds.), Violent 
Democracies in Latin America: Toward an Interdisciplinary Reconceptualization, Durham: Duke 
University Press. 
 



 16 

2009 “Los orígenes polííticos y económicos de la violencia e inseguridad en América Latina. Trayectorias y 
Perspectivas.”  In Lucia Dammert (ed.), Crimen e Inseguridad: Politicas, Temas, y Problemas en las 
Americas.  Santiago: Catalonia Editorial. 
 
2009 “From Avenida Reforma to the Torre Bicentenario: The Clash of “History” and “Progress” in the 
Making of Modern Mexico City.”  Pp. 55-84 in Linda A. Newson and John P. King (eds), Mexico City 
Through History and Culture, Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press (for the British Academy). 
 
2009 “Divergent Epistemologies in the Search for Co-Existence: The Jerusalem 2050 Project.” Pp. 108-
126 in Moshe Moaz (ed.), The Meeting of Civilizations: Muslim, Christian, and Jewish. Brighton, UK 
and Portland US: Sussex Academic Press. 
 
2008 “Who Polices the Police? The Challenges of Police Accountability in Newly Democratic Mexico.” In 
Mercedes Hinton and Timothy Newburn (eds.), Policing Developing Democracies, London: Routledge 
Ltd. 
 
2008 “Urban Violence, Quality of Life, and the Future of Latin American Cities: The Dismal Record So Far, 
and the Search for New Analytical Frameworks to Sustain a Bias Towards Hope.”  In Allison Garland (ed.), 
Approaches to Global Urban Poverty: Setting the Research Agenda. Washington, DC: Woodrow 
Wilson Center Press. [Reprinted in Jo Beall, Ravi Kanbur & Dennis Rodgers (eds.), Latin American Urban 
Development into the 21st Century: Towards a renewed perspective on the city. London and New 
York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2012.] 
 
2007 “The Urban is Political: A Journey from the Midwestern Suburbs to the World’s Largest Cities (and 
Back Again).” In Matthieu Deflem (ed.), Sociologists in a Global Age: Biographical Perspectives. 
Ashgate Publications, UK [Japanese translation, forthcoming]. 
 
2005 “Contending Planning Cultures and the Built Environment in Mexico City.” In Bishwapriya Sanyal 
(ed.), Comparative Planning Cultures. New York: Routledge. 
 
2005 “In Search of the Public Sphere: Local, National, and International Influences in the Planning of 
Downtown Mexico City, 1910-1950.” In Pablo Piccato and Cristina Sacristan (eds.), From the Calpulin to 
the Zocalo: Essays on the History of the Public Sphere in Mexico. Mexico City, Instituto Mora.  
 
2004 “The State of the State in Latin American Sociology.” In Charles Wood and Bryan Roberts (eds.), 
Rethinking Development in Latin America.  Pennsylvania State Press University.  
 
2004 “Reverberations: Mexico City’s 1985 Earthquake and the Transformation of the Capital,” in Lawrence 
Vale and Tom Campanella (eds.), The Resilient City, Oxford University Press. 
 
2004 “Mexico City: The Challenge of Political Transition” (with Arturo Alvarado) in The Left in the City: 
Progressive and Participatory Local Governance in Latin America, edited by Benjamin Goldfrank and 
Daniel Chavez. London: Latin America Bureau.  
 
2004 “Historia de detectives: rastreando a la polícia de la capital en la historiografía política de México.” 
Pp. 69-94 in Ariel Rodríguez Kuri y Sergio Tamayo Flores-Alatorre (comps.), Los últimos cién años, Los 



 17 

próximo cién. Mexico City: Universidad Autónoma de México, Cultura Universitario/Serie Ensayo A. 
 
2003 “Cities as Subjects: Some Methodological Reflections on Urban Approaches to National 
Development.” In Armando Cisneros Sosa, Ma. Concepción Huarte Trujillo, and Ma. Teresa Esquivel 
Hernández (eds.), Cómo mirar la ciudad: Perspectivas y métodos en la investigación urbana [How to 
See the City: Perspectives and Methods in Urban Investigation]. Mexico City: UAM-Atzcapotzalco. 
 
2003 “Contemporary Challenges and Historical Reflections on the Study of Militaries, States, and Politics.”  
Pp. 5-34 in Diane E. Davis and Anthony W. Pereira (eds.), Irregular Armed Forces and their Role in 
Politics and State Formation. New York and London: Cambridge University Press.  
 
2002 “Capital City Politics in Mexico: The Local-National Dynamics of Democratization.” In Henry A. Dietz 
and David J. Myers (eds.), Capital City Politics in Latin America: Democratization and Change. 
Boulder, Colorado: Lynne Rienner. 
 
2001 “Federalismo, descentralización, y cambio político ante la crisis de seguridad publica y ausencia de 
un estado de derecho” (with Arturo Alvarado). In Arturo Alvarado and Sigrid Arzt (eds.), Desafios a la 
consolidación de la democracia en Mexico: Seguridad, cambio institucional, y federalismo, Mexico: 
Oceano Editorial.  

 
1997 “New Social Movements, Old Party Structures: The Discursive and Organizational Transformation of 
Party Politics in Mexico and Brazil,” in Roberto Korzeniewicz and William Smith (eds.), The Politics of 
Social Change and Economic Restructuring in Latin America. Boulder, Colorado: Lynne Rienner 
Publishers.  

 
1997 “The Rural Challenge to Urban Leviathan: Changing Regional Dynamics in Mexican Politics and 
Society,” In Mutsuo Yamada (ed.), Ciudad y campo en America Latina (JCAS Symposium Series 2). 
Osaka: Japan Center for Area Studies.  

 
1997 “With Capital, Labor, or on their Own? The Middle Class Foundations of the Developmental State,” In 
Hsin-Huang Michael Hsiao (ed.), The East Asian Middle Classes and National Development in 
Comparative Perspective. Taipei, Taiwan: Academica Sinica.  

 
1995 “Política Nacional y Gobierno Local: El Caso de Nuevo York en Perspectiva Histórica,” in Alicia 
Ziccardi (ed.), Gobierno Local y Demandas Ciudadanas. Mexico: Instituto Jose Luis Mora.  

 
1995 “Uncommon Democracy in Mexico: Middle Classes and the Military in the Consolidation of One-party 
Rule, 1936-1946,” in Herrick Chapman and George Reid Andrews (eds.), The Social Construction of 
Democracy, 1890-1990. London: MacMillan Press.  
 
1993 “Transitions to Democracy in Latin America: Some Reflections on the German School of Critical 
Social Theory and the Case of Mexico,” in Carlos Sirvent (ed.), Transiciones a Democrácia en América 
Latina, Mexico: Editorial Porrua, 1993.  

 
1990 “Urban Social Movements, Intrastate Conflicts over Urban Policy, and Political Change in Mexico,” in 
Michael Peter Smith (ed.), Breaking Chains: Social Movements and Collective Action. Los Angeles and 



 18 

London: Sage Publications.  
 

1990 “Life Cycle, Career Cycle, and Gender Stratification in Academe: Expelling Myths and Exposing 
Truths (with Helen S. Astin). In Suzanne Lie and Virginia O’Leary (eds.), Storming the Tower: Women in 
the Academic World. London: Kogan Page.  

 
1985 “Research Productivity Across the Life and Career Cycles: Facilitators and Barriers for Women” (with 
Helen S. Astin). In Mary Frank Fox (ed.), Scholarly Writing and Publishing: Issues, Problems, and 
Solutions. Boulder, Colorado: Westview Press.  
 
REVIEW ESSAYS, ENCYCLOPEDIC ENTRIES, & POLICY BRIEFS  

 2022 “Geopolítica” In Laura Janka Tires ed., ABCDMXYZ – Voces sobre los conceptos disonantes del 
querhacer urbano de la Ciudad de Mexico. Mexico City: UNAM  Publications, in press. (also available 
via podcast). 
 
2021 “Out of the Heart of Darkness Yet Relegated to the Shadow: Reflections on Janet Abu-Lughod’s 
Scholarly Contributions.” Sociological Forum, Spring 2021. 
 
2020 “Cities and Sovereignty in the Age of Pandemics: Scaling Governance for Effective Crisis 
Management (with Graham Denyer Willis).” Policy Brief #01, Emergency Governance for Cities and 
Regions, published by the Emergency Governance Initiative (a collaboration of LSE, UCLG, and 
Metropolis), July 2020.  
 
2018 “The Routinization of Violence in Latin America: Ethnographic Revelations.” Book Review Essay, 
Latin American Research Review 53(1):211-216. 
 
2016 “Latin American Cities” (with Nora Libertun de Duren). Wiley Blackwell Encyclopedia of Social 
Sciences (online), 2nd edition. 
 
2016 “Urban Violence and the Challenges to Historic Preservation: Can Constraints Become 
Opportunities?” UNESCO Global Report on Culture for Sustainable Urban Development, Paris:  
UNESCO. 
 
2015 “Development and Urbanization” (with Alex Keating), International Encyclopedia of Social and 
Behavioral Sciences, edited by James Wright. 
 
2015 “Ambulatory Urbanism.” In European Cities and Public Space. Barcelona and Zurich: CCCB and 
Lars Mueller Publishers. 
 
2014 “Sociology: Mexico.” Handbook of Latin American Studies. Prepared for the Hispanic Division of 
the Library of Congress. Austin, TX: University of Texas Press, pp. 464-498. 
 
2012 “Latin American Cities.” The Blackwell Encyclopedia of Sociology (online), edited by Michael 
Ryan. 
 
2011 “Anti-Crime Movements in Latin America” (with Graham Denyer Willis). The Blackwell Encyclopedia 



 19 

of Social and Political Movements, edited by David A. Snow, Donatella Della Porta, Bert Klandermans, 
and Doug McAdam. New York and London: Basil Blackwell. 
 
2009  “Global Cities” (with Gerardo del Cerro), Encyclopedia of Urban Studies, edited by Bob 
Beauregard. London and Beverly Hills: Sage Publications.  
 
2007 “What Kind of Conflict? Cities, War, and the Failure of Urban Public Security.” In Human Security for 
an Urban Century: Local Challenges, Global Perspectives, edited by Maciek Hawrylak. Ottawa, 
Canada: Human Security Policy Division, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Trade (DFAIT), in 
conjunction with University of British Columbia and humansecurity-cities.org. 
 
2006 “The Age of Insecurity: Violence and Social Disorder in the New Latin America.” Book Review Essay, 
Latin American Research Review, vol. 41 no. 1 (February): 178-197. 
 
2004 Review of Deepening Democracy: Global Governance and Political Reform in Latin America by 
Francis Adams and The Quiet Revolution: Decentralization and the Rise of Political Participation in 
Latin American Cities by Tim Campbell. Perspectives on Politics, vol. 2, Issue 3 (September): 606-608. 
 
2001 “Development and Urbanization.” In Neil J. Smelser and Paul B. Baltes (eds.), International 
Encyclopedia of the Social and Behavioral Sciences, Oxford: Elsevier Science, Ltd. 

 
1999  “Banking Police in Mexico City” (with Arturo Alvarado). Report to the Vera Institute of Justice, New York. 
 
1997 “Confederación Nacional de Organizaciones Populares.” Encyclopedia of Mexico: History, 
Society, and Culture, edited by Michael Werner. Chicago: Fitzroy and Dearborn Publishers.  
 
1995 “New Age Politics Defines NAFTA,” Forum for Applied Research and Public Policy, vol. 10 no 2: 43-
51.  
 
1992 “Unlearning Languages of Development: From Rhetoric to Realism in Recent Studies of Latin 
America,” Book Review Essay, Latin American Research Review, vol. 27 no. 1: 151-168.  
 
1989 “Debts, Doubts, and Disciplines,” Review Essay, Sociological Forum, vol.4 no.4: 439-446.  
 
OTHER PROFESSIONAL PUBLISHED REPORTS AND MONOGRAPHS  
 
2019 Beyond Reconstruction: Reflections on Post-disaster Recovery in Oaxaca, Mexico after the 

2017 earthquakes (edited with Lorena Bello Gomez and Enrique Silva Estrada). Cambridge, MA: 
Harvard Graduate School of Design. 

 
2018 Rethinking Hermosillo’s Unrealized Potential (edited with Felipe Vera and Andreina Seijas). 

Cambridge, MA: DRCLAS and Inter-American Development Bank. 
 
2016 Building Better Cities with Strategic Investments in Social Housing (with contributions from 
 Nelida Escobedo, Margaret Scott, Fernando Granados Franco, Francisco Lara Garcia, and Davi  
 Schoen). Cambridge, MA: Harvard Graduate School of Design (in collaboration with INFONAVIT). 



 20 

 
2016      Housing in Merida: The Urban and the Territorial (edited w/ Jose Castillo and Ruben Segovia).  
 Cambridge, MA: Harvard Graduate School of Design. 
 
2016 The Flexible Leviathan (edited with Jose Castillo and Simon Battisti). Cambridge, MA: Harvard  
    Graduate School of Design.  
 
2015 Craft, Politics, and Housing in Oaxaca (edited with Jose Castillo and Yuxiang Luo). Cambridge,  
 MA: Harvard Graduate School of Design. 
 
2014      Retrofitting the (post) Industrial Metropolis: Housing and Economic Growth in the Mexico   

City Metropolitan Area and the Bajio Region (edited with Jose Castillo and Adriana Chavez). 
Cambridge, MA: Harvard Graduate School of Design. 

  
2012     Constructing Youth Citizenship in Montreal and Mexico City: The examples of youth-police  
             relations in Saint-Michel and Iztapalapa (with Julie-Anne Boudreau, Nathalie Boucher, 

Olivier Chatel, Clemence Elizabeth, Laurence Janni, Alain Philoctete, and Hector Salazar Salame). 
Montreal: Laboratoire VESPA, Institut National de la Recherche Sceintifique (INRS)/Centre- 

          Urbanisation Culture Societe, 148 pp. 
 
2012     Urban Resilience in Situations of Chronic Violence. Published by USAID. Also available at 

http://web.mit.edu/cis/urbanresiliencereport2012.pdf 
 
WORKING PAPERS, EXHIBITION TEXTS, COMMENTARIES, AND OTHER PUBLICATIONS  
2020 “Foreword” to Enhancing Disaster Preparedness, edited by Nuno Martins, Mahmood Fayazi, Liliane 
Hobeica, and Faten Kikano. London: Elsevier, Ltd.. 
 
2019 “Progressive Politics and Inclusive Social Housing: Barriers and Enablers to Change in Bogota, 
Colombia” (with Maria Atuesta). Working Paper, Joint Center for Housing Studies, Harvard University. 
 
2019 “Rethinking the Role of Property in the Enactment of Citizenship: The Historical Origins, 
Transformative Potential, and Uncertain Future of Community Land Trusts in Urban Latin America” (with 
Jose Carlos Fernandez Salas). Working Paper, Joint Center for Housing Studies, Harvard University. 
 
2017 “Preface” In Urban Black Holes. Edited by Jean-Pierre Crouse. Lima: Patronato Cultural de Peru. 
 
2017 “Unequal Mobility” (with Lily Song). Politico. July 6, 2017. Available at: 
http://www.transformingurbantransport.com/newss/2017/7/6/unequal-mobility-1 
 
2017 “Policing the Streets, Securing the People.” In Moritz Ahlert and Friedrich Von Borries (eds.), 
Mexibility.  Berlin: Goethe Institute. 
 
2017 “Can Mayors Actually Rule the World?” Citiscope (December 5 2016) available at: 
http://citiscope.org/habitatIII/commentary/2016/12/can-mayors-actually-rule-world 
 
2015 “Habitat Must Rethink the Role of Housing in Sustainable Urbanization.” Citiscope (October 16, 2015) 



 21 

Available at: http://citiscope.org/habitatIII/commentary/2015/10/habitat-iii-must-rethink-role-housing-
sustainable-urbanization 
 
2015 “Can Planning Deal with Urban Violence: Interview with Diane Davis.” Urbanologia, April 20, 2015. 
 
2014 “Urban Informality: Remnant of the Past or Wave of the Future.” Harvard Design Magazine 37: 86-92. 
 
2014 “Reflections on the Decent City.” The Cities Papers [Social Science Research Council online 
newsletter], October 26, 2014. Available at: items.ssrc.org/the-cities-papers/reflections-on-the-decent-city/ 
 
2013 “The Sociological Imagination.” Platform 6 (GSD): xxv-xxviii. 
 
2010 “Foreword” to Violent Acts and Urban Space in Contemporary Tel Aviv by Tali Hatuka, University 
of Texas Press.  
 
2007 “Policing, Regime Change, and Democracy: Lessons from the Case of Mexico.”  Working Paper #22 
(November 2007), Crisis States Research Center, Development Studies Institute (DESTIN), London School 
of Economics. 
 
2006 “Scales of Conflict, Spaces of Contention.”  In Block # 03 (in English and Hebrew), special Issue on 
Y-UTOPIA. 
 
2006 “Mexico City in the 21st Century: Facing the Social, Spatial, and Employment Challenges Ahead” 
Urban Age Newsletter (LSE), Summer 2006. 
 
2005 (with Kian Tajbakhsh) “Introduction: A Symposium on Globalization and Cities in Comparative 
Perspective.” International Journal of Urban and Regional Research, vol. 29 no. 1: 89-91. 
 
2003 “Policing in Transition: The Case of Mexico City.”  NACLA Bulletin, vol. 37 no. 2: 3-14. 
 
2003 “Many Boundaries to Cross: The Comparative-Historical Sociology of Eiko Ikegami.” Comparative and 
Historical Sociology Newsletter 15/2: 2-5. 
 
2003 “Public Insecurity in the Developing World: The Challenges of Transition.”  SPURS Newsletter, Winter  
 
2002 “Warmaking in the New Millennium.” Precis: MIT Center for International Studies Newsletter, vol. 12 
no. 1 (Fall): 13-15. 
 
2002 “Cities and Globalization: Old Wine in New Bottles.”  Community and Urban Sociology Newsletter, 
Fall 2002. 
 
BOOK REVIEWS 
Promoting the Sustainable Development Goals in North American Cities: Case Studies & Best 
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Journal of Urban Affairs (October 2022), forthcoming.  
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COLLOQUIUMS, GUEST LECTURES, CONFERENCES, AND OTHER INVITED PRESENTATIONS 
Keynote Panelist, “Innovative Approaches to Mobility Justice,” WPI-Innovation Studio Launch, Boston  
    Seaport District, May 24, 2022. 
Invited Speaker. Violence in Mexico: Modernity, Inequality, and the City. Organized by the Postcolonial  
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   March 29, 2022. 
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   24, 2022. 
Invited Speaker, Foro Urbano Zapopan, Guadalajara Mexico, August 27, 2021. 
Invited Speaker, “Spatial Justice” Seminar, University of Costa Rica, April 13, 2021. 
Commentator, Panel on Political Infrastructures, Latin American Studies Association Annual Meeting,  
   May 29, 2021. 
Keynote, “Reflections on Urban Sovereignty in Times of Crisis: The Ethics of Care.” Debating Urban  
   Ethics as a Research Agenda, Concluding Conference of the Urban Ethics Research Group, Institute 
   For Ethnography, Ludwig-Maximilians Universitat, Munich, April 26-28, 2021. 
Panelist, “Multidisciplinary Approaches to Social Change,” Weatherhead Center for International Affairs, 
  Harvard University, December 9, 2020. 
Panelist, Rethinking Citizen Participation in Times of Crisis, Organized by CoRe, Mexico City, October 
  23, 2020. 
Presenter, “Urban Sovereignty in the Age of Pandemics: Implications for Illicit Governance,” Illicities:  
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Panelist, Why are Cities so Liberal Conference Organized by Harvard’s Weatherhead Center, May 14,  
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     Communities of Allegiance in Conflict Cities, Harvey S. Perloff Lecture Series, Just Urban Design:            
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Keynote Speaker, The Future of Affordable Housing, International Forum on Reconstructing Mexico  
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   Nations and the Social Science Research Council, New York City, January 27, 2018. 
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France, December 14-15, 2017. Keynote Speaker, Urban Agency Network Territoriality Group, Panel on  
  Urban Theory: A Rebel without a Cause?, Antwerp, December 13, 2017. 
Invited Speaker, CoRE/ Annual Urban Forum, Panel on The Future of the City, Mexico City, December    
    5, 2017. 
Presenter, IISS-ICRC Symposium, Armed Conflict in Cities: Humanitarian Implications and Responses,  
   Geneva Switzerland, November 28-29, 2017 
Panelist, The Future of Cities, Sponsored by the Vic-Provost for International Affairs, Harvard University,  
    October 25, 2017. 
Panel Discussant, Planning’s Outside: Being Normative in the Face of Egregious State Action, American  
   Collegiate Schools of Planning, Denver, October 12-15, 2017.  
Keynote Panelist, Governing Urban Accessibility, Mobilize Symposium, Sponsored by the International  
   Transport and Development Policy (ITDP), Santiago, Chile, June 28-29, 2017. 
Keynote Speaker, International Transport Forum, EU Transport Ministries, Leipzig, Germany  
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    June 1, 2017. 
Keynote Speaker, Session on Governing Urban Transport, Pre-ITF Summit, Sponsored by the German 
Development Agency (GIZ), Leipzig, Germany, May 30-31, 2017. 
Presenter, Amazon Radical Transportation Summit, Amazon Headquarters, Seattle, Washington, April  
   21-22, 2017. 
Symposium Organizer and Moderator, Mexico City at the Crossroads: Rethinking Governance in an 
   Era of New Sovereignties, David Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies/Graduate School of  
   Design, Harvard University, March 31-April 1, 2017. 
Panel Discussant, “The Geography and Environment in Mexico City: New Research Directions.” American  
    Association of Geographers. Boston, April 5-9,  2017. 
Commentator, Author Meets Critic Session: The Endangered City and the Hydraulic City. American 
 Association of Geographers, Boston, April 5-9, 2017. 
Panel Discussant, “Rethinking State Theory.” American Association of Geographers. Boston, April 5-9,  
   2017. 
Keynote Speaker, “The Built Environment and Violence.” Opening of Mexibility Exhibition, Casa del Lago,  
 Mexico City, March 25, 2017. 
Panel Participant, “Global Displacement and the Politics and Ethics of Planning,” American Collegiate 

Schools of Planning, Portland, Oregon, November 3-6, 2016. 
Keynote Speaker, “Political Leadership and Innovation in Transportation,” Mobilize Summit, Sponsored by 

IDTP, Yichang, China September 21-23, 2016. 
Panelist, International Conference on Metropolitan Areas, Santiago Chile, July 28-July 30, 2016. 
Plenary, Conference on Sustainable Social Housing Policy in Mexico, Leon Guanajuato, June 29, 

2016. 
Panelist, “Dialogues on Spaces of Resistance,” Collateral Event, Venice Biennale, June 23-24, 2016. 
Panel Participant, “Civil Society, Citizenship, and Politics in Contexts of Crime and Violence“, Latin 

American Studies Association Annual Meetings, May 25-28, 2016. 
Keynote Address, “Crimescapes: Space, Law and the Making of Illegality in the Americas,” University of  
    Florida Center for Latin American Studies 65th Annual Conference, March 24-26, 2016. 
Participant, Topographies of Citizenship Symposium, John Harvard Seminar, Cambridge University  
    Center for Advanced Studies (CRASSH), Cambridge UK, January 28-29, 2016. 
Panelist, “The Decent City,” Center for Contemporary Culture (CCCB), Barcelona, Spain, July 2-4,  
    2015. 
Keynote Address, International Forum on Metropolitan Governance Innovation, Guadalajara, Mexico,  
    November 23-24, 2015. 
Panelist, “What is a Decent City: Reflections on Uneven Growth,” Museum of Modern Art (MoMA), New       
    York City, May 11, 2015. 
Panelist, “Fragile Cities and Fragile States,” Independent Commission on Multilateralism/International  
     Peace Institute, New York City, May 8-9, 2014. 
Speaker, “Irregular Armed Forces and Violence: Shifting Loyalties and Fragmented Sovereignty.”
 Transnational Studies Initiative, Harvard University, April 28, 2015. 
Keynote Speaker, UNESCO-ITESO Seminar on “The Social Construction of Secure Cities without 
      Violence,” University of Guadalajara (Mexico), April 22-24, 2015. 
Moderator, Latin America: Identity and the Case for Regional Policies, Harvard Kennedy School of 
     Government, April 18, 2015. 
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Workshop Participant, “A Divided City: Rethinking Borders, Settlements, and Inter-communal Interactions  
   in Jerusalem.” Les Treilles Foundation, Provence (France), November 4-6, 2014. 
Panelist, “Politics and Sustainable Urbanism.“ Colloquium on Urban Research at Harvard and in Spain, 
  Real Colegio Computense, Cambridge MA, October 17, 2014. 
Panel Organizer, “Beyond Dichtomization: Informality and the Challenges of Governance in Cities of the  
 Global North and South.” International Sociological Association, Yokohama Tokyo, July 23, 2014. 
Panelist, “The City of the 21st Century.” University of Guadalajara (Mexico), June 9-13, 2014. 
Panelist, “Frederick Law Olmsted Symposium.” Georgia Tech University, June 2, 2014. 
Panelist, “The Role of Middle Classes in Promoting National Development,” Inter-American Development  
 Bank, Washington DC, May 13-15, 2015. 
Panelist, “The Inclusive City.” Institute for Business in the Global Context, Fletcher School of  
   Diplomacy, Tufts University, May 1-2, 2014. 
Panelist, “The Future of the State.” Lauder Institute at the  Wharton School of Business, University of  
 Pennsylvania, April 17-18, 2014. 
Panelist, “Orangi Pilot Project: Reflections in Honor of Perween Rehwan.” Sponsored by the Aga Khan 
    Program on Islamic Architecture and the Department of Urban Studies and Planning, MIT, April  
   11-12, 2014.  
“Violence and State Capacity.” Paper presented at the Princeton-Oxford Consortium on State Capacity  
    in Developing Countries, Nuffield College, Oxford, May 17-8, 2013.  
Panelist, “Violence and Urban Governance.”  Rethinking International Planning Education Conference,   
MIT,  
   May 4th, 2013. 
Panelist, “The Study of Urban Resilience: A Methodological Challenge.” Conference on Qualitative 
Methodology,  
   Faculty of Arts and Sciences, Harvard University, April 9, 2013. 
“Public Institutions and Accountability: Security and the State.”  Paper presented at the Conference on 
Mexico’s 
   Future: In  Search for a New Democratic Equilibrium, Center For Latin American and Latino Studies, 
American  
   University, April 1-2, 2013. 
“Challenges to Urban Governance in Mexico.” Presentation at the David Rockefeller Center for Latin 
American  
   Studies, December  5,  2013. 
“Policing, Violence, and Regime Change: Mexico and the Middle East Compared.” Paper presented at the 
Building   
   Rule of Law in the Arab World Conference, Co-sponsored by the Crown Center for Middle East Studies 
and the  
   US  Naval War College, Newport, Rhode Island, November 15-16, 2012. 
“Urban Resilience in Situations of Chronic Violence,” International Summit on Crime Prevention, Tijuana 
Mexico, 
   September 25-27, 2012. 
“Violence and the Challenges to State Capacities in the Global South: From Shifting Territorialities and 
Declining 
    Legitimacy to Competing Sovereignties.”  Paper presented at the International Seminar on The Political  
   Economy of State Capacity: An Endogenous Institutional Approach, Fundación Juan March, Madrid 
Spain,  
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   June 11-13, 2012. 
 “Urban Resilience in Situations of Chronic Violence.”  Presented at the Seminar on Drug Trafficking   
     and Transnational Organized Crime: Reframing the Debate, organized by the World Peace 
     Foundation, Tufts University, May 2012.  
“(Re)Theorizing the Urbanization-Violence Nexus: Evidence from Cities in the Global South.” Lecture to 
    the Metropolitan Studies Program, Department of Social and Cultural Analysis, New York  
    University, April 13, 2012. 
“Urban and National Development in Puerto Rico.”  Invited Lecture at the Puerto Rican Student  
    Association Conference, Yale University, March 31, 2-012. 
Keynote Speaker, Workshop on State and Organized Crime in Latin America and Europe: Shaping   
    Protected Spaces, German Institute of Global and Area Studies (GIGA) in conjunction with the    
    Volkswagon Foundation, Hamburg, September 30-October 1, 2011.  
Keynote Speaker, Conference on Urban Flexibility and Reconstruction, Programme on Cities, Oxford  
 University, March 2011. 
Invited Lecturer, Summer Institute on Development and Inequality in the Global South, Brown University,  
 June 2010.  
Participant, Conference on Grounded Utopias: Six Cities of Mexico and their Ideals. Department of  
 History-Center for Latin American Studies, University of Chicago, May 20-21, 2010.  
Keynote Speaker, Non-State Armed Actors and Shifting Patterns of Violence in the Modern World, Turin  
 World Affairs Institute, University of Turin, April 15, 2010.  
Invited Speaker, History as a Resource for Decision-Making/. Department of History, University of 
 California at Berkeley, March 12-14 2010.  
Invited Speaker, Prosperity and Security: The Challenges of Uncertain Economic Times. Canadian 
 Security Intelligence Services and Export Canada, Ottowa, March 7, 2010  
Invited Speaker, Inequality and Social Policy Seminar, Harvard University, December 7, 2009. 
Keynote Speaker, Illegal Activities, Imagined Communities, and New Forms of Sovereignty and Security in   
    the Modern Era, Canadian Ministry of Public Security, Ottowa, Canada, November 24, 2009. 
Invited Speaker, Crime, Insecurity, Fear: Ethnographic Approaches to Contemporary Mexico, Columbia  
 University, November 12-14, 2009. 
Invited Speaker Violence in Mexico: Beyond Sensationalism, Center for Latin American and Caribbean 
    Studies, Brown University, October 23, 2009. 
Invited Participant, Working Group on State Building in the Developing World, Princeton University, 
   October 9-10, 2009. 
Invited Panelist, The Role of the State in Development: Old Patterns, New Challenges? Princeton  
    University, October 8, 2009.Invited Panelist, Symposium on Middle Classes in Emerging Economies,  
    Princeton University, April 9, 2009. 
Panelist, In and Out of the Context of Contemporary Mexico City, a Symposium on the work of Melanie  
    Smith, sponsored by the Vera List Visual Arts Center (MIT) and the David Rockefeller Center’s Latin   
     American and Latin Art Forum (Harvard), February 7, 2009.Keynote Speaker, Conference on Rethinking 
Cities and Communities: Urban Transition Before and During the Era of Globalization, Center  
    for Urban and Global Studies, Trinity College, Hartford, Connecticut, November 14-15, 2008. 
Keynote Speaker, Confronting the Century of Cities, International Sociological Association, Barcelona, 

September 4-7, 2008. 
Participant, Roundtable Discussion on Violence, Insecurity, and Economic Competitiveness in Latin 

America, Council on Foreign Relations, Washington DC, June 24, 2008. 
Conference Speaker, Symposium on World Trends and their Impact on Latin America, Boston University, 



 29 

June 29, 2008. 
Invited Speaker, Conference on Transnational and Non-State Armed Groups: Legal and Policy Responses 

International Institute of Graduate Studies (Geneva), April 2008. 
Speaker, Mexico Hoy Series, David Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies, Harvard University,  
   March 20, 2008. 
Guest Lecturer, Crisis States Research Center, London School of Economics, October 31, 2007. 
Invited Speaker, Celebrating the City: Mexico City Through History and Culture, The British Academy, 
   London, England, October 30, 2007. 
Luncheon Speaker, Children of Abraham Conference, Harvard University and the American  
   Academy, October 22, 2007. 
Keynote Speaker, special summer school session on Violence in the Global South, held at the University  
    of Utrecht, June 25-26, 2007.Guest Lecturer, Seminar on Urban Violence and Crime in Latin America,  
USAID-Woodrow Wilson Center, Washington DC, March 21, 2007. 
Visual, Spatial, Political: Exploring Multiple Vantage Points in the Search for a Just Jerusalem, Visual Arts  
    Program, MIT, April 23, 2007. 
 
CONSULTING PROJECTS, REPORTS, AND ACTIVITIES 
External Evaluator, Programa de Mejoramiento Barrial (Neighborhood Improvement Program): Mexico,  
   Colombia, Bolivia, Honduras, and Uruguay, Housing and Urban Development Division, Inter-American  
   Development Bank, August 2017-January 2018. 
Sector Evaluator, Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Division, Climate Change and Sustainable  
    Development Department, Inter-American Development Bank, Washington D.C. August 2016. 
Urban Resilience and Chronic Violence, with co-PI John Tirman, MIT Center for International Studies 

and partners at CCCP/Geneva. Two year consulting project for USAID, Program on Conflict 
Management and Mitigation Office, July 2010-July 2012 ($565,000). 

World Bank Institute, Violence Prevention Program Assessment, November-December 2010. 
Sociological Foundations of Urban Practice, 8-Course Curriculum Specialization prepared for the Indian 

Institute for Human Settlements (Bangalore) and funded by the Rockefeller Foundation. July 2009-June 
2010. 

Secure and Insecure Cities and the Challenges to Urban Growth and Mega-Project Development. 
Case study prepared for the Said School of Business, Oxford University, June 2009. 

The “Sustainability” of Environmental Gains in the Context of Political Transition: A Strategic 
Assessment of Metropolitan Coordination Efforts in the Zona Metropolitana del Valle de Mexico. 
Monograph commissioned by the Mexico City Project on Air Quality, Luisa and Mario Molina, Directors. 
August 2002-May 2003, 116 pp. 

Advisor, Project on Reforming Police in Democratic Mexico, Project Directors: Arturo Alvarado and 
Sigrid Arzt. Funded by the National Foundation for Democracy. July 2003-June 2004. 

 
SHORT COURSES 
Diplomado (short course) on Governing the Centro Historico, sponsored by the Instituto Tecnologico 
Autonoma de Mexico (ITAM) and the City of Mexico, January 2009, Mexico City. 
 
Diplomado (short course) on Public Space and Security Challenges, sponsored by the IberoAmerican 
University, January 2009, Mexico City. 
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International Summer School, Guest Lectures on Violence and Transition in the Global South, University of 
Utrecht, The Netherlands, June 25-27, 2007. 
 
Eurex International Online Seminar on Urban Transformations.  Sponsored by the University of Urbino 
(Italy).  Coordinator: Dr. Yuri Kazepov.  Spring, 2006. 
 
Department of Sociology, Universidad Autónoma de México (Iztapalapa), Mexico City, August, 1995 
(three week course on “Government and Local Politics in Comparative and Historical Perspective”).  
Program in Urban and Regional Studies, Instituto Jose Luis Mora, Mexico City, Mexico, June 28-July 1, 
1993.  
Department of Urban and Regional Policy and Planning, University of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, March 15-
20, Foreign Policy Group, Washington DC, September 2005. 1992. 


